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e USDA Opens 2020 Enrollment for Dairy Margin Coverage Program; Ends Dec. 13, 2019

e USDA Opens 2020 Enrollment for Agriculture Risk Coverage and Price Loss Coverage
Programs

e USDA Announces Streamlined Guaranteed Loans and Additional Lender Cateqgory for
Small-Scale Operators

e Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee, and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP)

e Communication is Key in Lending

e Farm Storage Facility Loans

Connecticut FSA Newsletter

State Farm Service USDA Opens 2020 Enrollment for Dairy
Agency Margin Coverage Program; Ends Dec. 13,
344 Merrow Road, Suite B 2019

Tolland, CT 06084
Dairy producers can now enroll in the Dairy Margin Coverage

Phone: 860-871-4090 (DMC) for calendar year 2020. USDA’s Farm Service Agency

Fax: 855-934-2463 (FSA) opened signup for the program that helps producers manage
www.fsa.usda.gov/ct economic risk brought on by milk price and feed cost disparities.
State Executive Director: The DMC program offers reasonably priced protection to dairy
Clark Chapin producers when the difference between the all-milk price and the

average feed cost (the margin) falls below a certain dollar amount
selected by the producer. The deadline to enroll in DMC for 2020 is

State Committee: Dec. 13, 2019.

Bonnie Burr, Chair
Melissa Dziurgot
Bruce Gresczyk
Diane Karabin
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State Office Staff; Dairy farmers earned more than $300 million dollars from the

Doris Ostrowski, program in 2019 so far. Producers are encouraged to take
Administrative Officer advantage of this very important risk management tool for 2020.
Nathan Wilson, District

Director _ All producers who want 2020 coverage, even those who took
Sarah Fournier, Program advantage of the 25 percent premium discount by locking in the
Specialist coverage level for five years of margin protection coverage are
Rebecca Palmer, Program required to visit the office during this signup period to pay the
Specialist annual administrative fee.

Farm Loan: Dairy producers should definitely consider coverage for 2020 as

Eric Bodzinski, Acting Farm  even the slightest drop in the margin can trigger payments.
Loan Chief

' i i More Information
To find county office locations,

program information, and

. The 2018 Farm Bill created DMC, improving on the previous safety
more visit the new

F al net for dairy producers. DMC is one of many programs that FSA
Tarmers.gov porta and other USDA agencies are implementing to support America’s
farmers.

For more information on enrolling in DMC and taking advantage of
an online dairy decision tool that assists producers in selecting
coverage for 2020, visit the DMC webpage.

For additional questions and assistance, contact your local USDA
service center. To locate your local FSA office, visit
farmers.gov/service-locator.

USDA Opens 2020 Enrollment for Agriculture Risk Coverage
and Price Loss Coverage Programs

Agricultural producers now can enroll in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss
Coverage (PLC) programs — two U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) safety net programs — for
the 2020 crop year. Meanwhile, producers who enrolled farms for the 2018 crop year have started
receiving more than $1.5 billion for covered commaodities for which payments were triggered under
such programs.

ARC provides income support payments on historical base acres when actual crop revenue
declines below a specified guaranteed level. PLC provides income support payments on historical
base acres when the effective price for a covered commodity falls below its reference price. The
2018 Farm Bill reauthorized and updated both programs.

Signup for the 2020 crop year closes June 30, 2020, while signup for the 2019 crop year closes
March 15, 2020. Producers who have not yet enrolled for 2019 can enroll for both 2019 and 2020
during the same visit to an FSA county office.

ARC and PLC have options for the farm operator who is actively farming the land as well as the
owner of the land. Farm owners also have a one-time opportunity to update PLC payment yields
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beginning with crop year 2020. If the farm owner and producer visit the FSA county office together,
FSA can also update yield information during that visit.

Covered commoaodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed,
grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium
and short grain rice, safflower seed, seed cotton, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat.

2018 Crop Year ARC and PLC Payments

FSA began processing payments last week for 2018 ARC-County (ARC-CO) and PLC on covered
commodities that met payment triggers on enrolled farms in the 2018 crop year. In addition to the
$1.5 billion now in process, FSA anticipates it will issue another $1 billion in November once
USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service publishes additional commodity prices for the 2018
crop.

Producers who had 2018 covered commodities enrolled in ARC-CO can visit www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-
plc for payment rates applicable to their county and each covered commodity. For farms and
covered commodities enrolled in 2018 PLC, the following crops met payment triggers: barley,
canola, corn, dry peas, grain sorghum, lentils, peanuts, and wheat.

Oats and soybeans did not meet 2018 PLC payment triggers.

2018 PLC payment rates for the following covered commodities have not been determined: crambe,
flaxseed, large and small chickpeas, long and medium grain rice, mustard seed, rapeseed,
safflower, seed cotton, sesame seed, sunflower seed and temperate Japonica rice.

More Information

For more information on ARC and PLC including two online decision tools that assist producers in
making enrollment and election decisions specific to their operations, visit the ARC and PLC

webpage.

USDA Announces Streamlined Guaranteed Loans and
Additional Lender Category for Small-Scale Operators

Options Help More Beginning, Small and Urban Producers Gain Access to Credit

Producers can apply for a streamlined version of USDA guaranteed loans, which are tailored for
smaller scale farms and urban producers. The program, called EZ Guarantee Loans, uses a
simplified application process to help beginning, small, underserved and family farmers and
ranchers apply for loans of up to $100,000 from USDA-approved lenders to purchase farmland or
finance agricultural operations.

A new category of lenders will join traditional lenders, such as banks and credit unions, in offering
USDA EZ Guarantee Loans. Microlenders, which include Community Development Financial
Institutions and Rural Rehabilitation Corporations, will be able to offer their customers up to $50,000
of EZ Guaranteed Loans, helping to reach urban areas and underserved producers. Banks, credit
unions and other traditional USDA-approved lenders, can offer customers up to $100,000 to help
with agricultural operation costs.
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EZ Guarantee Loans offer low interest rates and terms up to seven years for financing operating
expenses and 40 years for financing the purchase of farm real estate. USDA-approved lenders can
issue these loans with the Farm Service Agency (FSA) guaranteeing the loan up to 95 percent.

More information about the available types of FSA farm loans can be found at
www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans or by contacting your local FSA office.

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee, and Farm-
Raised Fish Program (ELAP)

The Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP)
provides emergency assistance to eligible livestock, honeybee, and farm-raised fish producers who
have losses due to disease, adverse weather or other conditions, such as blizzards and wildfires,
not covered by other agricultural disaster assistance programs.

Eligible livestock losses include grazing losses not covered under the Livestock Forage Disaster
Program (LFP), loss of purchased feed and/or mechanically harvested feed due to an eligible
adverse weather event, additional cost of transporting water because of an eligible drought and
additional cost associated with gathering livestock to treat for cattle tick fever.

Eligible honeybee losses include loss of purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event,
cost of additional feed purchased above normal quantities due to an eligible adverse weather
condition, colony losses in excess of normal mortality due to an eligible weather event or loss
condition, including CCD, and hive losses due to eligible adverse weather.

Eligible farm-raised fish losses include death losses in excess of normal mortality and/or loss of
purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event.

Producers who suffer eligible livestock, honeybee, or farm-raised fish losses from Oct. 1, 2018 to
Dec. 31, 2019 must file:

e Anotice of loss within 30 calendar days after the loss is apparent.
e An application for payment by Jan. 30, 2020

The following ELAP Fact Sheets (by topic) are available online:
e ELAP for Farm-Raised Fish Fact Sheet

e ELAP for Livestock Fact Sheet
e ELAP for Honeybees Fact Sheet

To view these and other FSA program fact sheets, visit the FSA fact sheet web page at
www.fsa.usda.gov/factsheets.

Communication is Key in Lending

Farm Service Agency (FSA) is committed to providing our farm loan borrowers the tools necessary
to be a success. A part of ensuring this success is providing guidance and counsel from the loan
application process through the borrower’s graduation to commercial lending institutions. While it is
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FSA’s commitment to advise borrowers as they identify goals and evaluate progress, it is crucial for
borrowers to communicate with their farm loan staff when changes occur. It is the borrower’s
responsibility to alert FSA to any of the following:

Any proposed or significant changes in the farming operation;
Any significant changes to family income or expenses;

The development of problem situations;

Any losses or proposed significant changes in security

In addition, if a farm loan borrower cannot make payments to suppliers, other creditors, or FSA on
time, contact your farm loan staff immediately to discuss loan servicing options.For more
information on FSA farm loan programs, visit www.fsa.usda.gov.

Farm Storage Facility Loans

FSA’s Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program provides low-interest financing to producers to
build or upgrade storage facilities and to purchase portable (new or used) structures, equipment and
storage and handling trucks.

The low-interest funds can be used to build or upgrade permanent facilities to store commodities.
Eligible commodities include corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, peanuts, wheat, barley,
minor oilseeds harvested as whole grain, pulse crops (lentils, chickpeas and dry peas), hay, honey,
renewable biomass, fruits, nuts and vegetables for cold storage facilities, floriculture, hops, maple
sap, rye, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt, meat and poultry (unprocessed), eggs, and aquaculture
(excluding systems that maintain live animals through uptake and discharge of water). Qualified
facilities include grain bins, hay barns and cold storage facilities for eligible commodities.

Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security agreement and loans between
$50,000 and $100,000 may require additional security. Loans exceeding $100,000 require
additional security.

Producers do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. The loans
are designed to assist a diverse range of farming operations, including small and mid-sized
businesses, new farmers, operations supplying local food and farmers markets, non-traditional farm
products, and underserved producers.

To learn more about the FSA Farm Storage Facility Loan, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport or
contact your local FSA county office. To find your local FSA county office, visit
http://offices.usda.gov.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).

SHARE


https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cfe05b999d02d46faed6508d7597af8c1%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637076257003184764&sdata=oL4u4mOS2D14wpD2ZtT1YsuRHvAawYzr0TOkrmqHPTM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fpricesupport%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cfe05b999d02d46faed6508d7597af8c1%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637076257003194753&sdata=uB%2F2owtb7BqdE0wc1YgkaEybS86ZIJAFWK13isSRzuI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Foffices.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cfe05b999d02d46faed6508d7597af8c1%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637076257003194753&sdata=5ycTOJTE5Mkm%2FOgauNopO9AlDRQ3f0DYgG2lCmwioBs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcontent.govdelivery.com%2Faccounts%2FUSFSA%2Fbulletins%2F268429e%3Freqfrom%3Dshare&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cfe05b999d02d46faed6508d7597af8c1%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637076257003204746&sdata=qb0sBjYfFWgviwjU7VVHTsxj%2FmD0XPVgE1BDo%2FOkbJI%3D&reserved=0

US DA Questions?
] B

STAY CONNECTED:

2% 3% ma Fe )

SUBSCRIBER SERVICES:
Manage Preferences | Delete Profile | Help



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fcontact-us%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cfe05b999d02d46faed6508d7597af8c1%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637076257003214743&sdata=8v2XOhk7DwQQy0WBDRSNf%2F0ddO19CsKhnuAwurdXFE0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublic.govdelivery.com%2Faccounts%2FUSFSA%2Fsubscriber%2Fnew%3Fpreferences%3Dtrue&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cfe05b999d02d46faed6508d7597af8c1%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637076257003244726&sdata=UzfTr3zHX0m7mTJ4wtxjSLyTOIwONFvAuo%2B7XNFG%2FIM%3D&reserved=0
%5b%5bONECLICK_UNSUB_URL%5d%5d
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsubscriberhelp.govdelivery.com%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cfe05b999d02d46faed6508d7597af8c1%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637076257003254718&sdata=MLPdQBXsUA1QrJSxC7kjFF73Q%2BKONgKJYZm%2BGuS4ABQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cfe05b999d02d46faed6508d7597af8c1%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637076257003204746&sdata=EgDBBSmE7LhpRFO8lfg42Gm%2BqzE5eN8x4z7l3pTqxsI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Fusdafsa%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cfe05b999d02d46faed6508d7597af8c1%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637076257003214743&sdata=jNuXzTGgND5sJb0C%2Bs74kqnTVGFAOmiblc%2F4jZuBZZQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublic.govdelivery.com%2Faccounts%2FUSFSA%2Fsubscriber%2Fnew&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cfe05b999d02d46faed6508d7597af8c1%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637076257003224738&sdata=SUCTsUBo6PsvN3unc0p4FI64NIVkY6MdG2EjS1HC2ws%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FFSA%2Fwebapp%3Farea%3Dnewsroom%26subject%3Dlanding%26topic%3Dwid%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cfe05b999d02d46faed6508d7597af8c1%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637076257003224738&sdata=sYJpIdEkqEj%2F1A9aEv%2B7A19L34JwczSqIedks7Kb5vE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Faskfsa.custhelp.com%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cfe05b999d02d46faed6508d7597af8c1%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637076257003234731&sdata=yY%2B%2BUDvkQi3qeqq%2FCZqkqIdm1vbEaoAzH4tf%2FBeu0Bs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ffsa.blogs.govdelivery.com%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cfe05b999d02d46faed6508d7597af8c1%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637076257003234731&sdata=%2FR2O4kGv1v15aosH%2FLZ3KFE8p5zwk4AqWn%2BMGITo0%2Fg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FFSA%2Frss%3Farea%3Dnewsroom%26subject%3Dlanding%26topic%3Drss%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cfe05b999d02d46faed6508d7597af8c1%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637076257003244726&sdata=7KSuJm25OdO1fW%2FZiubQB33FJ2rWuLFfs678uPBVEso%3D&reserved=0

